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The Peter John Loux Award provides an annual 
recognition gift to a Kansan who demonstrates 
exceptional  desire and dedication in overcoming 
their disabilities.  
Any Kansas resident 18 years of age or older with 
a congenital or acquired physical or neurological 
disability may be nominated by another person 
or apply on their own behalf.  Each Peter John 
Loux Award winner receives $1,000 and a 
commemorative plaque.   
The award is an endowed gift established by the 
late Richard C. “Pete” Loux in memory of his 
son, Peter John. Mr. Loux, a lifelong advocate 
for people with disabilities, used his influence as 
the Kansas House of Representatives Minority 
Leader to help launch Center Industries 
Corporation in 1975. He also served on the CPRF 
Board of Directors from 1972-2004.   
For more information about the Peter John Loux 
Award, contact Molly Tully at mtully@cprf.org.

She works diligently and 
tirelessly to improve the  
situation of the young 

people and families in and 
around our neighborhood.

"

"
—Fr. Jacob Carlin, friend

Andrea Romero has ambitiously chased her 
dream career, an independent life, and a 
personal mission to serve and advocate for 
others.  
 
Andrea moved from New Mexico to Kansas 
at the age of 19 to pursue an independent 
life. Her passion in life has always been 
rooted in helping others, and for years 
she dreamed of having a career in social 
work. Her journey to securing a position 
in the f ield was not easy, and she was 

Andrea 
Romero|



often overlooked because of her disability. Phone interviews always seemed to go well, 
but when potential employers learned Andrea used a wheelchair, she was never asked 
back for f inal interviews. She never gave up. After years of applications and interviews, 
Andrea was hired as a case manager position at Children First CEO of Kansas, a non-
prof it that assists low-income families with private school tuition.

 
 
Andrea received her degree in social work 
from Wichita State University, and is 
preparing for her license exam. Her plans 
are to eventually pursue a Master's degree. 
 
Through her work with Children First, 
Andrea has a strong connection to the 
community at St. Patrick Catholic School. 
She often serves as a Spanish translator 
for teachers, families, and students. 
She has made a profound impact on the 
stability and quality of life for students. 
She offers guidance in building social skills 
and self esteem, and has organized lunch 
groups for students to talk about school 
issues, siblings, homework, and bullying. 
She has also worked to ensure students 
have access to basic hygiene products.  
  
Andrea's kindness and determination to 
help others extends beyond her job. In 
2019, Andrea became Ms. Wheelchair of 
Kansas, running on a platform of better 
wages and benef its for caregivers. She 
has also served as a volunteer advocate with Partners in Policy, championing the rights 
of individuals with disabilities to live independently in their communities like she has 
experienced. 
 
 

Her personal goals are to create a life of service to all who 
need her, which she does every day through living her dream 
job as a case manager. 
 "

"

"

—Kathleen Webb, employer

Her motto for work has been 'we are small but mighty,' and 
I can't help but think of how we are mighty because of her 
efforts. " —Lori Salazar, friend


