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Center industries celebrates 40 years
by Kacee Shuler • photos by Jason Crile

Center Industries Corporation – a CPRF affiliate –  
celebrated its 40th anniversary in October. 

In 1975, John F. “Jack” Jonas Jr., CPRF founder, 
opened Center Industries with twelve employees and a 
contract from the State of Kansas to manufacture license 
plates. The mission was simple: to prove that companies 

could successfully employ people with disabilities at a com-
petitive wage with full health benefits. 

With the help of Wichita State University School of 
Engineering, modified work stations were created 

that maximized employee output based on physical ability.
Now with an integrated workforce of more than 250 

employees and multiple contracts, Center 
Industries has grown steadily over the last 
40 years. 

Governor Sam Brownback and May-
or Jeff Longwell were among the 

speakers at the anniversary event, stressing 
the importance of providing employment 
opportunities for people with disabilities 
while creating a culture of job satisfaction. 

“Companies like Center Industries make 
a difference by providing people...with the 
dignity of a good job and a competitive 
wage,” said Governor Brownback.

Joey Jackson, CIC president, credited the 
employees with the company’s continued 
success. “This celebration is about you. 
Your dedication is the key to our success.”

In addition, the anniversary event also 
highlighted CIC’s sole Board of Direc-

tors Chairman Daniel M. Carney, along with 
fellow members Deryl K. Schuster, and 
Joyce Smith for 40 years of service. 
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Plains gives its highest honor, the Spirit 
of Caring Award, to only four companies 
in its multi-county region. 

The award is based on overall partici-
pation and employee support for United 
Way’s annual campaign. Three years 
ago, UCP was selected in the non-profit/ 
government sector; two years ago, BTCO 
won in the same category; and this past 
year, UCP was selected once again! 

Although recognition is nice, I 
believe the major reason for our 

staff ’s consistent generosity is that we 
get to witness firsthand how United Way 
impacts the lives of those we serve every 
day. 

Thank you to everyone who supports 
United Way. You truly make a difference.          

The mission of the Cerebral Palsy Research 
Foundation of Kansas, Inc., is to provide people 

with all types of disabilities the customized 
services, technology, and support they need – 
with an emphasis on employment and training 

– to facilitate their personal and economic 
independence.
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Dave Jones, United Cerebral Palsy Executive Director, 
with our “United Way Wall.” In September, employees 
pledged more than $37,000 to United Way.

The United Way Wall of Fame
by Dave Jones, United Cerebral Palsy Executive Director

Ever notice the hallway 
wall just past the re-

ceptionist’s desk in CPRF’s 
Administration Building? 
It’s loaded with United Way 
campaign awards received by 
CPRF, BTCO, and United Cere-
bral Palsy employees. The 
awards currently displayed 
date back to 1987; however, 
CPRF and UCP have won 
United Way awards since the 
late 1970s. 

For at least the last 30 
years in a row, our organizations’ 

employees have won the United Way’s 
Pinnacle Award for employee contribu-
tions, which is only given to companies 
that surpass their determined potential 
for giving (based on an overall payroll 
formula). 

Thirty consecutive years is quite 
a record! This past September 

alone, CPRF, BTCO, and UCP pledged 
a combined gift of $37,076 to United 
Way. If we add the $34,730 contribution 
from the generous employees at Cen-
ter Industries Corporation, our total 
gift for 2016 comes to $71,806.  

Several other special awards have re-
cently been added to this wall of fame 
as well. Each year, United Way of the 

CIC 
“Their generosity, commitment, and 

belief in the CPRF and CIC missions is 
a huge part of our continued success,” 
said Patrick Jonas, CPRF CEO. “We are 
fortunate to have such a dedicated 
Board of Directors.”

Board members Patricia Wilson, Viv-

ian King,  and Dee Ann McIntyre spear-
headed a Board-funded project to com-
mission a bust of Jack Jonas (pictured 
on the front page), which is housed at 
CPRF. The bust, created by Daniel R. 
Anthony, a Santa Fe-based artist, is on 
display in the CPRF reception area.
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Timbers Fall Fest 2015
photos by Amy Franklin

Let the good times roll! An annual 
event for Timbers residents, Fall Fest is a time to enjoy 
games, food, prizes, and more. Thank you to all our volun-
teers who made this event possible!

Check us out on Facebook at 

CPRFofKS 
for more Fall Fest & CPRF photos!
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your contribution matters.
Make a secure donation at www.cprf.org/donate.

adult day’s spooktacular halloween!
photos by Kacee Shuler

Adult Day Services hosted their an-
nual “Haunted Hallways” event that 

spooked clients (and staff ) who braved the 
dark maze of witches, ghosts, and mysteri-
ous floating candles. 

Halloween in Adult Day isn’t all about 
ghouls and haunted mazes though - clients 
also made hand-crafted masks, decorated 
pumpkins, and watched scary movies. 


